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DECEMBER MEETING, 1891. 

A stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 10th instant, 
at three o'clock, p. m. ; the President, Dr. George E. Ellis, 
in the chair. 

After the reading of the record of the last meeting and of 
the list of donors to the Library since the November meeting, 
the President said : — 

I have had committed to me by the author, Mr. Elbridge 
Henry Goss, for presentation to this Society, the first pub- 
lished volume — intended to be followed by a second — of his 
" Life of Colonel Paul Revere." The sumptuous appearance 
of the volume, in paper, type, and adornment, well befits the 
value of its contents, and the devotion, ability, skill, and re- 
search which the author has given to the faithful and thorough 
treatment of his subject. Very few of the patriotic men of 
our Revolutionary era have left to reward the search for them 
so many personal memorials of himself as has Paul Revere ; 
but these needed reviving and restoring appreciation and 
zeal like those of his present biographer to bring them to the 
grateful recognition of the present generation. Mr. Goss di- 
vides his pages about equally to his two purposes of present- 
ing the patriot artisan, in his life of industry and skill in his 
private employment, and his ardent public political service. 
He was an artificer — for the most part self-taught — in many 
trades. He cast bells still hanging in church steeples, and 
cannon now widely scattered, as spoils of war. In many of 
our older local families are treasured the graceful products of 
his skill as a silversmith and graver. He produced a large 
number and variety of engravings and caricatures exhibiting 
his own ingenuity in conception and device, sometimes rude, 
but often of adequate artistic device to serve the ends, com- 
memorative and patriotic, which he had in view. We value 
highly such of these as remain to us for their unique charac- 
teristics. Mr. Goss by his unwearied research has recovered 
many of them, as well as many documents and memorials of a 
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private and public interest. Yet varied and busy and service- 
able as was the career of this really remarkable man, he was 
known mainly to readers of this generation for the single inci- 
dent commemorated by Longfellow in the famous ride of Paul 
Revere to give the alarm for the attack on Lexington and 
Concord. That indeed was but one in a series of momentous 
incidents, in which as messenger and express to Portsmouth, 
New York, and Philadelphia, he carried intelligence on emer- 
gent occasions. He performed many other political services, 
and discharged high military functions, which have now, by 
his only real biographer, found for the first time a somewhat 
full and adequate memorial. Readers of this volume while 
recognizing the claims which Revere, both in his private and 
his public life, has upon our grateful appreciation and regard, 
will also render to his biographer a well-deserved tribute of 
appreciation of his own well-spent labor of love. 

The President added that a fine portrait of Revere by 
Copley was in the possession of a branch of the Revere 
family. 

Mr. George B. Chase then described the portrait. Revere 
is represented as a man still young, eyes and hair dark, the 
face strong and expressive. He sits behind a bench, his coat 
off, waistcoat unbuttoned, shirt loose at neck and wrists. 
He holds in his left hand a teapot which rests on a pad ; 
engraver's tools lie on the bench before him. 

Rev. Dr. Edward E. Hale said that he was about to print 
in a pamphlet the address to the people of Massachusetts pre- 
pared by Daniel Webster and James T. Austin, at the direc- 
tion of a town-meeting held in Boston in 1819, on the Missouri 
Compromise, and inquired whether any member could refer to 
contemporary notices of that meeting. 1 

1 The meeting here referred to was " a large and highly respectable meeting of 
citizens " of Boston " and numerous other towns in the State," and was held in the 
State House, Dec. 3, 1819. At this meeting the Hon. William Eustis presented a 
report and two resolutions affirming the constitutional power of Congress to pro- 
hibit the extension of slavery into new States created beyond the limits of the ori- 
ginal territory of the United States, and the justice and expediency of exercising 
that power. The report was unanimously adopted ; and a committee was then ap- 
pointed " to transmit the Resolutions adopted to the Senators and Representatives 
of this State in Congress, and to draft a Memorial to that Honorable Body for 
the signatures of the citizens." The members of the committee were Daniel 
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Rev. Dr. Lucius R. Paige presented, on behalf of the 
author, " Biographical Notes of Dr. Matthew Sutcliffe, Dean 
of Exeter, 1588-1629, by Frances B. Troup." 

He also expressed a desire to affix exact dates to events 
briefly mentioned by him at the November meeting. During 
the Shays Rebellion, so called, John Wheeler, of Hardvvick, 
was an aide-de-camp to Shays himself, and was actively en- 
gaged in the military operations until early in February, 1787, 
when he was taken prisoner. At the term of the Supreme 
Judicial Court holden on the ninth day of April, 1787, by ad- 
journment from the first Tuesday of the same month, he was 
convicted of treason, and sentenced to be hanged. But three 
weeks later, April 80, 1787, " a full, free, and ample pardon " 
was granted to him by Governor Bowdoin. Connected with 
this transaction was a fact which somewhat surprised me when 
it came to my knowledge. This John Wheeler was commis- 
sioned First Lieutenant of a military company in Hardwick, 
Jan. 17, 1784, two years before the outbreak of hostilities. I 
have found no evidence that he ever resigned or was degraded 
from that office ; but there is abundant evidence that, appar- 
ently in due course of promotion, he was commissioned as Cap- 
tain of the same company by Governor Hancock, Sept. 1, 1789, 
a few months more than two years after he was " convicted 
of treason," and " adjudged to suffer the pains of death." 

Webster, George Blake, Josiah Quincy, James T. Austin, and John Gallison. Sub- 
sequently, March 13, 1820, a meeting was held in Concert Hall, at which a com- 
mittee of eight gentlemen, headed by James Savage, William Minot,and William 
Tudor, was appointed to make arrangements " for a general meeting of all the 
citizens of this town without distinction of parties ... for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the late decision of the Congress of the United States on the 
Missouri Question, and the propriety of expressing the sentiments and feelings of 
the citizens on the further extension of slavery." This committee soon afterward 
issued a public notice to the effect that, after consultation with many of the per- 
sons who were present at the Concert Hall meeting, they had concluded it was 
expedient to postpone the proposed meeting indefinitely ; and they added : " The 
public sentiment was expressed in a dignified and able memorial to Congress, by 
the direction of a most respectable meeting early in the winter, on the Missouri 
Question." See " Columbian Centinel" Dec. 4, 1819, March 15, 1820, and March 
25, 1820. The memorial was printed in pamphlet form , and a copy, now in the 
Library of the Historical Society, which formerly belonged to George Ticknor, 
has a note in the handwriting of Mr. Ticknor, stating that it was prepared by 
John Gallison. Mr. Gallison died Dec. 24, 1820, at the early age of thirty-two. 
He, as well as Mr. Ticknor, was a member of the religious society of which Wil- 
liam Ellery Channing was minister; and a memoir of him by Mr. Channing was 
printed in the " Christian Disciple," vol. iii. pp. 15-26. 
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The Hon. John D. Washburn, having been called on by the 
President, gave an interesting account of the extradition by 
Switzerland, in accordance with a peculiar clause in the treaty 
with the United States, of a native Swiss who had been guilty 
of embezzlement in the United States. This provision of the 
treaty is contrary to the established policy of the Federal Gov- 
ernment of Switzerland, and conflicted with the Constitution 
of Geneva; but after full argument before the highest Swiss 
tribunals the paramount authority of the treaty stipulation 
was admitted. 

Dr. Samuel A. Green made the following remarks : — 

In the earlier da}'S of the Society, before the publication of 
the Proceedings, it was the custom to print the memoirs of 
deceased members in the Collections, of which there is no 
complete and consolidated Index. For this reason they are 
not as easily or readily accessible as those now printed in the 
Proceedings, with its full Index to the first twenty volumes. 
At the request of a member of the Society I have prepared a 
list of such memoirs, and as a result of the work the following 
titles are herewith submitted. Out of forty-eight memoirs 
here named, eighteen are printed separately, and appear in the 
Centennial Bibliography (Proc. 2d series, VI. 203-249) of 
the Society ; and the fact of such appearance is noted after 
the title. In some instances the writer's name does not appear 
at the head of the memoir ; but in all such cases, whenever 
known, I have given it. At the end of the tenth volume, in 
each of the first three series, appears an index to the authors, 
so far as they were known to the Publishing Committee. In 
connection with this list, the note on pages 509 and 510 of 
Volume IT. of the Proceedings is of interest ; and the very 
brief sketches in the same volume (page 607, note) should 
also be mentioned. 

Allyn, John. Memoir of Rev. John Allyn, D.D. By Convers Francis. 
[3d series, V. (1836), 245-252.] See Proc. 2d series, VI. 231. 

Belknap, Jeremy. Sketch of the Life and Character of the late Rev- 
erend Doctor Belknap. By John Eliot. [1st series, VI. (1800), 
x-xviii.] 

This sketch was first published in the " Columbian Centinel," 
July 4, 1798, in nearly the same form. 

16 
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Bowdoin, James. Memoir of James Bowdoin. By James C. Mer- 
rill. [3d series, IX. (1846), 224, 225.] 

Bradford, Gamaliel (b. 1763, d. 1824). Memoir of Gamaliel Brad- 
ford, Esq. By Alden Bradford. [3d series, I. (1825), 202-209.] 

Bradford, Gamaliel (b. 1795, d. 1839). Memoir of Gamaliel Brad- 
ford, M.D. By Convers Francis. [3d series, IX. (1846), 75-81.] 
See Proc. 2d series, VI. 231. 

Brattle, Thomas. Sketch of the Life and Character of Thomas Brat- 
tle, Esquire, Member of the Historical Society. By John Mellen, Jr. 
[1st series, VIII. (1802), 82-85.] 

This sketch is known to have been written by John Mel- 
len, Jr., but in the Collections it is signed "#. m" 

Buckminster, Joseph Stevens. Memoir of the late Rev. J. S. Buck- 
minster. By James Savage. [2d series, II. (1814), 271-274.] 

This memoir is signed u 27' 

Clarke, John. Sketch of the Life and Character of the late Rev. 
Dr. Clarke. By Jeremy Belknap? [1st series, VI. (1800), iii-ix.] 

This sketch was first printed, in part, in the "Columbian 
Centinel," April 7, 1798, and is supposed to have been written 
by Dr. Belknap. 

Davis, John. Memoir of Hon. John Davis, LL.D. By Convers 

Francis. [3d series, X. (1849), 186-203.] See Proc. 2d series, VI. 

231. 
Davis, Nathaniel Morton. A Memoir of Nathaniel Morton Davis. 

By Nahum Mitchell. [4th series, IV. (1858), 492-494.] 
Davis, Samuel. Memoir of Samuel Davis, Esq. 3d series, V. (1836), 

253-255. 

This was written probably by Nahum Mitchell. See Pro- 
ceedings, L, pages 423, 426. 

Eliot, Andrew. Memoir of Rev. Andrew Eliot, a Corresponding 
Member of the Historical Society. By John Eliot. [1st series, X. 
(1809), 188-189.] 

This memoir is signed " e." 

Eliot, John. Memoir towards a Character of Reverend John Eliot, 

S. T. D. By Joseph McKean. [2d series, I. (1814), 211-248.] 

See Proc. 2d series, VI. 237. 
Emerson, William. Memoir of the Life and Character of the late 

Rev. William Emerson. By Samuel C. Thacher. [2d series, I. 

(1814), 254-258.] 
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Fiske, William. Biographical Memoir of William Fisk, Esq. Fel- 
low of the Historical Society. By James Winthrop. [1st series, 
IX. (1804), 206, 207.] 

This memoir is known to have been written by James Win- 
throp, but is signed "win" the third letter in each of his 
names. 

Freeman, James. Memoir of the Rev. James Freeman, D.D. By 
F. W. P. Greenwood. [3d series, V. (1836), 255-271.] 

Gannett, Caleb. Sketch of the Life and Character of Caleb Gan- 
nett, Esq. By Abiel Holmes. [2d series, VIII. (1819), 277-285.] 
See Proc. 2d series, VI. 236. 

Goodwin, Ezra Shaw. Memoir of Rev. Ezra Shaw Goodwin. By 
Con vers Francis. [3d series, V. (1836), 282-286.] 

Gore, Christopher. Memoir of the late Hon. Christopher Gore, of 
Waltham, Mass. By Samuel Ripley. [3d series, III. (1833), 191- 
209.] See Proc. 2d series, VI. 240. 

Grahame, James. Memoir of James Grahame, LL.D. By Josiah 
Quincy. [3d series, IX. (1846), 1-41.] See Proc. 2d series, VL 
240. 

Harris, Thaddeus Mason. Memoir of Rev. Thaddeus Mason Har- 
ris, D.D. By Nathaniel L. Frothingham. [4th series, II. (1854), 
130-155.] See Proc. 2d series, VI. 231. 

Holmes, Abiel. Memoir of the Rev. Abiel Holmes, D.D., LL.D., 
&c. By William Jenks. [3d series, VII. (1838), 270-282.] 

Lawrence, Abbott. Memoir of Abbott Lawrence. By Nathan 
Appleton. [4th series, IV. (1858), 495-507.] See Proc. 2d series, 
VI. 222. 

Lincoln, Benjamin. Notices of the Life of Major General Benjamin 
Lincoln. By John T. Kirkland. [2d series, III. (1815), 233-255.] 
See Proc. 2d series, VI. 236. 

This article is signed " P. C." ; but in the Collections, 2d 
series, Volume X., page 201, the authorship is ascribed to 
John T. Kirkland, President of Harvard College. Could 
"P. C." stand for President of the College? 

Lincoln, William. Memoir of William Lincoln. By Joseph Wil- 

lard. [3d series, X. (1849), 225-235.] See Proc. 2d series, VI. 

245. 
Lothrop, Isaac. Biographical notices of Isaac Lothrop, Esq. By 

John Davis. [2d series, I. (1814), 258-260.] 
Lunt, William Parsons. Memoir of William Parsons Lunt, D.D. 

By Nathaniel L. Frothingham. [4th series, IV. (1858), 508-514.] 

See Proc. 2d series, VI. 231. 
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McKean, Joseph. A Sketch of the Life and Character of Rev. 

Joseph McKeau, D.D. LL.D. late Roylstou Professor of Rhetorick 

and Oratory, in Harvard University. By Levi Hedge. [2d series, 

VIII. (1819), 157-167.] 
Marsh, Ebenezer Grant. Memoir of Mr. Ebenezer Grant Marsh, 

deceased, extracted from Dr. [James] Dana's Funeral Discourse. 

[1st series, IX. (1804), 108-111.] 

This memoir is signed "m n" (James Winthrop ?). See 
Fiske, William, ante. 

Minot, George Richards. Character of the Hon. George Richards 
Minot, Esq. Judge of Probate in the County of Suffolk, and Judge 
of the Municipal Court in Boston: extracted from an Eulogy deliv- 
ered a few days after his death. By James Freeman. [1st series, 
VIII. (1802), 86-109.] 

Peck, William Dandridge. Obituary Notice of Professor Peck. 
By Dudley A. Tyng. [2d series, X. (1823), 161-170.] See Proc. 
2d series, VI. 243. 

P emberton, Thomas. Memoir of Mr. Thomas Pemberton, a Member 
of the Historical Society. By John Eliot. [1st series, X. (1809), 
190, 191.] 

This is known to have been written by John Eliot, but is 
signed " h e" 

Pickering, John. Memoir of Hon. John Pickering, LL.D. By 

William H. Prescott. [3d series, X. (1849), 204-224.] See Proc. 

2d series, Vl. 240. 
Pierce, John. Memoir of John Pierce, D.D. Communicated by 

Charles Lowell. [4th series, I. (1852), 277-295.] See Proc. 2d 

series, VI. 237. 

This memoir was written for Dr. Lowell by Mrs. Mary Wild 
(Pierce) Poor, of Brookline, youngest child of Dr. Pierce. 

Price, Ezekiel. Notice of Ezekiel Price, Esquire, Member of the 
Historical Society. By Thomas Dawes, Jr. [1st series, VIII. 
(1802), 85.] 

This notice is signed "/. t. d" (Thomas Dawes, Jr.). 

Prince, John. Memoir of Rev. John Prince, LL.D. By Charles 

W. Upham. [3d series, V. (1836), 271-282.] 
Saltonstall, Leverett. Notice of the Life of Hon. Leverett Salton- 

stall. By Benjamin Merrill. [3d series, IX. (1846), 117-125.] 

See Proc. 2d series, VI. 238. 
Spooner, William Jones. Memoir of William Jones Spooner, Esq. 

By Francis C. Gray. [3d series, I. (1825), 265-271.] 
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Sullivan, James. Biographical Memoir of the Honourable James 
Sullivan, Esq. F. H. S. &c. &c. By James Winthrop. [2d series, 

I. (1814), 252-254.] 

Thacher, Peter. Memoirs of the Rev. Dr. Thacher. By John 
Eliot. [1st series, VIII. (1802), 277-284.] 

Thomas, Joshua. Memoir of Hon. Joshua Thomas, of Plymouth, 
who died January 10, 1821. By Alden Bradford. [2d series, X. 
(1823), 1-6.] 

Tudor, William. Memoir of Hon. William Tudor. By William 
Tudor, Jr. [2d series, VIII. (1819), 285-325.] See Proc. 2d 
series, VI. 243. 

Tyng, Dudley Atkins. Biographical Notice of the late Dudley At- 
kins Tyng, LL.D. By his intimate friend, John Lowell. [3d series, 

II. (1830), 280-295.] See Proc. 2d series, VI. 237. 

Watson, Marston. Biographical Notices of Marston Watson, Esq., 
Member of the Historical Society. By John Davis. [1st series, 
VIII. (1802), 80, 81.] 

This article is signed " d. j. df." Could this be meant for 
Dr. John Davis, as he was an LL.D. ? 

Whitney, Peter. Biographical Notice of Rev. Peter Whitney, A.M. 

and S. H. S. By Thaddeus M. Harris. [2d series, VII. (1818), 

177, 178.] 
Winthrop, James. Biographical Notice of Hon. James Winthrop, 

who died September, 1821, aged 69. By Alden Bradford. [2d 

series, X. (1823), 77-80.] 
Winthrop, Thomas Lindall. Memoir of the late Thomas L. Win- 
throp, President of the Massachusetts Historical Society, etc. By 

William Jenks. [4th series, II. (1854), 202-214.] 
Youno, Alexander. Memoir of Rev. Alexander Young, D.D. By 

Chandler Bobbins. [4th series, II. (1854), 241-245.] 

Dr. William Everett, Dr. Samuel A. Green, and the 
President having spoken of some recent contributions to 
historical literature then on the table, the Hon. Robert C. 
Winthrop, who was in excellent voice, said: — 

I do not forget that it is not the turn of my section this 
afternoon ; but as attention has been called to some of the 
good books which have recently been published, I may be 
permitted to allude to a remarkable volume which I have just 
read with the greatest interest. I refer to the Life, Corre- 
spondence, and Speeches of the famous Patrick Henry, by 
his grandson, William Wirt Henry, one of our Corresponding 
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Members, and President of the American Historical Associa- 
tion. The work is to be in three volumes, but the first only 
has been issued. 

There have now been at least three memoirs, or biographies, 
of this great Virginian patriot and statesman. The first was 
by William Wirt, an eminent lawyer, once the Attorney-Gen- 
eral of the United States, and an orator of great eloquence. 
I recall the exceeding pleasure with which I heard him argue 
a memorable case in our Massachusetts Supreme Court, Daniel 
Webster being the opposing counsel, while I was studying law 
in Webster's office, some sixty years ago. He was one of the 
very most eloquent speakers to whom I had ever listened 
then, or have ever listened since. I was almost disposed to 
give him the preference over Webster himself. His biography 
of Patrick Henry was a brilliant, though a brief one. But 
he had not then the materials for making it a full one, or, in- 
deed, an entirely just and correct one. He sent a copy to 
Mr. Jefferson, who was accustomed to catalogue his library 
systematically, dividing it into history, philosophy, fiction, 
and the rest. On reading Wirt's Henry he is said to have 
expressed himself very much puzzled and perplexed as to 
how he should classify it, and, at last, to have set it down 
under the head of fiction. 

Quite recently an admirable Memoir of Patrick Henry — 
for the American Statesman Series, I believe — has been writ- 
ten by our accomplished Corresponding Member, Prof. Moses 
Coit Tyler, of which I cannot speak too warmty, and which 
is worthy of the highest commendation. But the volumes 
of that series are limited in the number of their pages, and 
perhaps even of their words, and are more noted for conden- 
sation than for completeness. 

This new work, by Patrick Henry's grandson, who had all 
the family papers at his command, with ample abilities for 
using them, and upon whom there were no restrictions or 
limitations, cannot fail to be considered now, and in all time 
to come, the standard biography of one of the greatest orators 
and statesmen our country has produced ; — for such Patrick 
Henry certainly was, in the judgment of his contemporaries, 
and this volume abounds in confirmatory evidence of the 
correctness of that judgment. 

It was to Patrick Henry that John Adams wrote, on the 3d 
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of June, 1776, — a month before the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, — telling him that to him will belong " the glory with 
posterity of beginning and concluding this great Revolution " ; 
and adding, " We all look up to Virginia for examples." 

This volume, with those which are to follow it, will be a 
most important addition to the history of the Revolution and 
of the great men by whom it was accomplished. 

The President then announced the death of &ev. Thomas 
Hill, D.D., LL.D., of Portland, Maine, a Corresponding Mem- 
ber, which occurred at Waltham on the 21st of November. 

Mr. Charles C. Smith said that our associate member 
Mr. Hamilton A. Hill had recently presented to the Society 
a letter from Rev. Dr. John Eliot, at that time Corresponding 
Secretary of the Society, to the Earl of Buchan, informing him 
of his election as a Corresponding Member. Lord Buchan was 
chosen August 30, 1808 ; but the letter communicating in- 
formation of his election failed to reach him. Subsequently 
Dr. Eliot wrote to him two letters under date of May 9, 1809, 
repeating the announcement. One of these letters was given 
to the Society by the Hon. Mellen Chamberlain in September, 
1875, and the other has now been added to our archives. 1 

The Hon. Mellen Chamberlain presented the following 
communication : — 

In the autumn of 1639 Governor Winthrop, after nearly 
ten years of unequalled services to the Colony, found his 
estate greatly impoverished, partly by his assiduous atten- 
tion to public affairs, and in part by his too implicit trust in 
his bailiff. The story, though a sad one, is interesting, as 
everything is which relates to the personal history of the great 
magistrate, and throws light upon the history of those days ; 
but it has been told neither with fulness nor precision. And 
now that we have much new material scattered through the 
volumes of the Winthrop Papers, 2 to which I can add a fact 
or two hitherto unknown, I have undertaken to bring together 
from different sources, and present in this paper, whatever 
seems to me essential to the completeness of the narrative. 

The first entry by Winthrop in his Journal respecting this 
affair is of May 13, 1640, more than six months after it must 

1 See Proceedings, vol. i. p. 197 note. 

2 4 Mass. Hist. Coll. vols, vi., vii. ; 5 Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. i. 
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have come to his knowledge ; and even this seems to have 
been made less for recording his misfortune than to insure re- 
membrance of an amiable trait of the people with whom he had 
cast his fortune. Dudley had that day superseded Winthrop 
in the chief magistracy under circumstances that induced some 
of the clergy to wait upon him in the way of explanation, 
and to assure him of their unabated respect and affection ; and 
to them he made known " his unfeigned desire of more freedom, 
that he might a little intend his private occasion wherein (they 
well knew) how much he had lately suffered (for his bailiff, 
whom he had trusted with managing his farm, had engaged him 
£ 2,500 without his privity) in his outward estate. This they 
had heard of, and were much affected therewith, and all the 
country in general, and took course (the elders agreeing upon 
it at that meeting) that supply should be sent from the several 
towns, by a voluntary contribution, for freeing of those engage- 
ments ; and the court (having no money to bestow, and being 
yet much indebted) gave his wife three thousand acres of 
land, 1 and some of the towns sent in liberally, and some others 
promised, but could perform but little, and the most nothing 
at all. The whole came not to £500, whereof near half came 
from Boston ; and one gentleman of Newbury, Mr. Richard 
Dummer, propounded for a supply by a more private way, and 
for example, himself disbursed <£100." 2 

Oct. 25, 1639, only a short time before the Governor 
knew of his misfortune, and from a desire, as he said, " to 
settle the affairs of my family," he drafted a will in which 
he disposed of his landed estate, all of which, with the ex- 
ception of one parcel in England settled upon his wife, was 
in New England ; and to this draft, less than two years later, 
June 25, 1641, he appended the following memorandum : — 

" My estate becoming since much decayed through the unfaithfulness 
of my servant Luxford, so as I have been forced to sell some of my 

1 Col. Rec. vol. i. p. 295. This grant of the General Court, of the same date 
as the Governor's entry in his Journal, May 13, 1640, was in these words : " There 
is 3,000 acres of land granted to Mrs. Winthrope, the wife of Mr. John Win- 
thrope, our late Governor, to bee at her disposeing for her & her sons, where 
they shall desire it, without prejudice to any former grant." See also Col. Rec, 
vol. i. p. 346. This grant, " which lyeth in the bounds of Billerica at the mouth 
of Concord River," was known as " Mrs. Margaret Winthrop's farm " as late as 
Oct. 31, 1668. Suffolk Deeds, vol. v. p. 500. 

2 Savage's Winthrop, vol. ii. p. 3. 
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land already, and must sell more for satisfaction of Z.2,600 debts, 
whereof I did not know of more than Z.300, when I intended this for 
my testament, I am now forced to revoke it, and must leave all to the 
most wise and gracious providence of the Lord, who hath promised 
not to fail nor forsake me, but will be an husband to my wife and a 
father to our children, as he hath hereto been in all our struggles. 
Blessed be his holy name." 

No one acquainted with Winthrop's services and character 
can read these words without emotion, nor, without heightened 
admiration and love, those other words already giveu from his 
Journal, which record the efforts of the Colony, and several 
towns and many private individuals, to lessen the severity of 
the blow by contributions from their meagre resources, and also 
by their assurances of respect and affection, most valued by 
Winthrop. The lustre of his character ever after shone 
brighter in the light reflected upon it from the community in 
which he lived. 

I have now given all the facts bearing on this affair which, 
so far as we know, were before Savage in 1853, when he pub- 
lished the second edition of Winthrop's Journal. To certain 
figures [(8) 29, 1639] found in the margin of the draft of his 
will, Savage has appended the following note : — 

" We can hardly doubt, that was the date of this second will, drawn 
only a short time previous to the news from England, of the loss of his 
estate by the means of his servant there." * 

This implies that Winthrop, in some way known to Savage, 
but not disclosed to us, had received information from England 
of the loss of his estate there, by means of his servant also 
there. How far that was the case will appear in due order. 
In the mean time it is not easy to understand how Savage dealt 
with certain facts found on the very pages before him for 
comment. Winthrop's own account of the transaction is, that 
his loss was by " his bailiff whom he trusted with managing 
his farm" — presumably his Tenhills farm up the Mystic, and 
the only one he is known to have carried on ; and by com- 
parison of Winthrop's will of 1639 with that of 1620, it is 
apparent that at the latter date he had disposed of all his 
English estates except one held in trust for Mrs. Winthrop 
and her children, by Deane Tyndale, her brother, and quite 

1 Journal, vol. ii. p. 440 note. 
17 
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beyond the reach of James Luxford, whether in America or 
in England. 

Nevertheless, so deservedly high was Savage's authority on 
questions relating to the Colony, that his assertion has been 
accepted as truth absolute, and even his silence as negation 
of facts otherwise possible. 

But we have a large mass of evidence inaccessible to him 
when he wrote, which leaves no doubt that he was mistaken ; 
and inasmuch as he has misled, and notwithstanding that 
evidence still misleads, it seems necessary to repeat it with 
fulness and even with prolixity. 

From Winthrop's first will we know his landed estates in 
England, May 10, 1620 ; 2 and we also know that when he 
and some others had " determined for New England," they 
proceeded to sell their lands, which in his case was not com- 
pleted until some time after his arrival here, — Groton Manor 
becoming the estate of the Warings not far from 1631 ; but 
as we hear nothing of them after 1631, all except a trust 
estate were probably disposed of before the date of his second 
will, Oct. 29, 1639, for that will was drawn, as he says, " for 
settling the affairs of his family"; and any settlement is 
hardly conceivable which did not include his English estates, 
if any remained. It is true that he speaks of the " uncer- 
tainty of my estate in England," which may refer to moneys 
due him there, and made precarious by the disturbed state of 
the times, which soon became revolutionary ; but I think it 
more likely that he had in mind the estate settled upon his 
wife, and in respect to which he says : — 

" Though I left an estate for her in England, yet being doubtful what 
may become of that, and having had Z.400 of it already, my will is, 
she should be maintained in a comfortable and honorable condition, ac- 
cording to her place, and as my estate will bear, therefore I give unto 
her half of my farm Tenhills during her life, with the use of such 
stock as shall be left upon it (my debts, etc. paid.) " 

We learn more about this estate, and Winthrop's interest in 
it, from the following letters written to him by his trusted 
friend John Tinker. Feb. 26, 1640, he writes from London : 

" Mr. Tindall 2 hath not as yet sould your worshipp's land, but doth 
indeauour to put it to sale, which, if it be sould, I doe intend, according 

1 Savage, vol. ii. p. 436. 

2 Deane Tyndale, Mrs. Winthrop's brother, appears to have been the trustee 
under her marriage settlement. 
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to your worshipp's apoyntment, to request 100 li. or 2 to convert to 
your vse." 1 

And again : — 

" From The Downes, May 28, 1640, ... I have received your letters 
with your orders for the payment of 800 li. to seuerall men, which I 
was to take vpp of Mr. Tindall, if the land weare sould; or if not t<> 
borowe of such gent: as ware your firends, as Mr. Gurdon, Dockter 
Wright &c. I was with Mr. Tindall, and the land is sould; 2 yett he, 
standing ingaged as flfefee in trust, for the stateing of my mistresse & 
the chilldren in the meanes at the time appoynted, will not disburce 
any more than may stand with his security, untill he haue a releace 
from mistresse and the children : Mr. Stephen being at age, he hath 
sent a release for him to signe to; and vppon the returning of it will 
part with more . . ." 8 

From these letters it is clear that Winthrop's estate in Eng- 
land was that held by Deane Tyndale in fee, but in trust prob- 
ably to the use of Mr. and Mrs. Winthrop for their lives, and 
that of the survivor, with remainder to their children. This 
would justify Winthrop in speaking of it as his estate, — that 
is, an estate in which he had an interest ; nor does it appear 
that at that time he had any other. 

So we must look elsewhere for Winthrop's estate which 
was the subject of Luxford's peculations. Winthrop, in a 
letter written to Rev. Ezekiel Rogers of Rowley, one of his 
creditors, gives the following explicit and satisfactory account 
of one way in which his servant defrauded him : — 

" . . . Yet there is something troubles me a little, that some of my 
Christian friends should take advantage of my servants unfaithfulnesse 
to gett suche bargains, as some of them have (upon better consideration) 
been sorrye for, and have released them, and withall holpen to ease 
my burden, by lending me freely : but others call strictly & hasty ly 
for the like, which thoughe I look at it as an Injury yet I have not com- 
plained of it to any nor doe I intende to doe, being persuaded that they 
are suche as doe abhorre all oppressinge practizes (thoughe a good man 
may steppe aside that waye unawares especially in N : E :) & knowinge 

1 4 Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. vii. p. 221. 

2 Francis Bacon, of the family of the Lord Keeper, Sir Nicholas Bacon, was the 
purchaser. For his letter to Winthrop in respect to this matter, from Shrubland, 
April 16, 1640, see 5 Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. i. p. 289; and Deane Tyndale's letter 
to same, Winthrop's Life, vol. ii. p. 258. 

3 4 Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. vii. p. 226. 
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your wisdome & integritye, I will make you Iudge in the case : it may 
be you will not meet with the like (all circumstances wayed) & thus 
it stands : Some of them let my servant have moneye without my desire 
or privitye, till they came to me for their security & they acquaint me 
with it in such maner, as I could apprehende no other, but that they 
lent it freely to doe me a Courtesye, (having then no present occasion to 
make use of it themselves) so now they have engaged me to requite 
this kindnesse some other waye, but withall, they privately contracte 
with my servant for large interest, & take a bill of him for delivery 
of so much Corne at an under rate, but no mention for what considera- 
tion : nor was I ever like to haue kuowne it either from them or from 
my servant, had not a stranger (grievinge (as he sayd) * to see how my 
estate went awaye) given me notice thereof lately, whereupon I exam- 
ined my servant who then confessed it to me : Otherwise I had payd 
interest for money, & yet been engaged to them for that, which it 
seems now, they lent for their owne advantage ; for why would they 
not else haue acquainted me with the Interest as well as the principall ? 
except they held it either not to be so lawful], or not of so good reporte 
to take interest, as to lende money. Thus my Corne that I had pro- 
vided for the food of my familye is sould awaye without my privitye 
(thoughe I was neere enoughe to haue been spoken with) 2 some at 2 s 
the bz under the market, some 12 d , some more, some lesse, whereas 
if they had tould me when they took securitye for their money, that I 
must have payd suche rates for it, I could have served my occasions 
otherwise, & could as well have made use of my funds or other means 
there for 2 : or 300 lb. as I am forced now to doe to paye their principall 
& use withall." 3 

Edward Carlton, one of those who made extortionate bar- 
gains with Luxford, thus excuses himself to Winthrop: — 

"... And wheras you write of your takeing offence, and ye cause, 
which you say was my takeing interest for my money: — first I say yt 
which your man borrowed of me in your name was most of my estate, 
out of which I had a familye to mentaine, yt I am to take care for in 
the way of the Lord. Againe, when I told you yt he did owe me 
money, I did not tell you of ye interest I was to haue for it, my reason 
was yt I did thinke that you were privye to all his doeinges ; and as 
ior ye quantitye of money that I was to haue for the interest of a sum 
of a 170 pounds od money, was but 24 pounds, accordinge as corne ruled 

1 This shows conclusively that Winthrop first got his information of Luxford's 
rascality, not from England, but from a personal interview with some one here. 

2 This shows that the fraudulent transactions were here, not in England. 

8 Life and Letters of John Winthrop, vol. ii. p. 419. See also 5 Mass. Hist. 
Coll. vol. i pp. 283, 304, 308, 311. 
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about ye time yt he had the money of me. Ye time that he had the 
money of me was nie a yeare and a halfe, soe that I know no grounde 
yt you should take offence att, and beside I suppose yt you are not 
ignorant what rate ye country hath always given for ye interest of a 
100 pound for a year, which is now 20 pound a yeare ; it was sore 
against my mind that he had my money soe long as he had. I doe be- 
lieve that if any one had gained no more by him than my selfe, I think 
your estate would not have been impayred by him, soe yt I hope y r is 
noe just cause why you should be offended." 1 

Luxford played the more dangerous game of forgery. John 
Tinker, in a letter already quoted, writes to Winthrop from 
London, Feb. 26, 1640 : — 

"... I heare Goodman Luxford hath charged bills of exchange 
vppon men in London for some hundred pounds, of which some is for 
the vse of Mr. Valentine Hill, for so much receved of him there, and 
was to be paid to Mr. Hutchinson, linen draper in Cheapside ; 2 now 
the partyes seeing so litle reason why he should charge anything one 
them, haue protested his bills, and doe think it to be little better than 
a cheate." 8 

Again, April 13, 1640 : — 

"... I doe heare a dayly complainte of Goodman Luxford, vppon 
the Exchange, for charging bills vppon men for the payment of great 
somes of mony heare, for soe much taken vpp there of some new 
comers ouer, for your worshipps vsse, which doth apere to men of vn- 
derstanding to haue an ill face of deceipt, the men to whom he sends 
being such as he neuer had dealings with for a peny, nor doe se any 
reason why he should charge any such bills vppon them, eyther in your 
worshipps or his owne name." 4 

When or whence James Luxford came to the Bay a'nd 
took charge of Winthrop's farm is of small account ; and so is 
his later history, save as connected with the Governor's. But 
that he ever was in England after coming to New England is 
highly improbable. He may have been in Winthrop's service 

i 5 Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. i. p. 309. 

2 That is, Valentine Hill, a Boston merchant, having occasion to remit to his 
creditor, a merchant in London, bought a bill of exchange drawn on a party 
there by Luxford in Boston without authority. The bill was protested, of course, 
and Winthrop was informed of the transaction. The sight of some such protest 
may have misled Savage. 

8 4 Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. vii. p. 221. 

* Ibid. p. 224. 
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in May, 1633 ; * and by a bigamous marriage he had children 
in 1637 and 1641. He was here Dec. 4, 1638, the year before 
his unfaithfulness was discovered. 2 Dec. 3, 1639, he was 
presented for having two wives, fined <£100, ordered to be 
set in the stocks, and " to be sent away for England by the 
first opportunity." 8 December 10, Hugh Peter writes Win- 
throp from Salem : " James Luxford was at Sagust when I 
came by ; I have layd out for him." 4 And May 13, 1640, the 
General Court took him in hand again, and " for his forgery, 
lying, and other foule offences, he was censured to bee bound 
to the whiping poust till the lecture from the first bell, and 
after the lecture to have his eares cut of; and so hee had 
liberty to depart out of our jurisdiction." 5 Of this permis- 
sion he availed himself; for the next we hear of him is in 
a letter from Governor Winslow to Winthrop, dated Oct. 10, 
1640, in which he says : — 

" By the enclosed you may perceiue the ernest request of your un- 
dutiful servant Luxford, who hath no lesse but much more importuned 
me since I received his lines, using Paul's plea for Onesimus, &c. but 
you know the man & his manner of importunity, pleading his paines 
& care so many years, & however his faylings were great yet I per- 
ceiue he thinks his paines to be greater, & that in his extreame ne- 
cessity you should take compassion on him, but I refer him to your 
mercy & yet would have you consider well what you doe. The 
truth is I thinke he is very pore : for he worketh not, yet offered me 
his labor this harvest for his dyet, which for some reasons I durst not 
accept, but pitty the man. He hath taken a ffarme of Mr. Hanbury 
which was Mr. Brown's at 4 / per annum, but how he will pay it or 
raise it I know not, especially when he hath neither stock, security, 
foode, nor credit. He saith there are some in the bay will affourd him 
some help ; but who they are or what it is I know not." 6 

The Kecords give us some information — and I expect to 
add more — respecting the lands Winthrop had been forced to 
sell before June 25, 1641, when he revoked his will ; and also 

1 4 Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. vi. p. 55. 

2 Col. Rec. vol. i. p. 245 ; Lechford's Note-Book, p. 139 n. 
s Ibid. p. 283. 

* 4 Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. vii. p. 202. 
& Col. Rec. vol. i. p. 295. 

6 4 Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. vi. p 169. Those who care to read his letters to Win- 
throp as late as 1646 will find them in 5 Mass. Hist. Coll. vol. i. pp. 127-147. 
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those he sold afterwards. August 17, 1640, by deed not re- 
corded until March 26, 1648, 1 he sold to his son Stephen one 
half of Prudence Island, in Narraganset Bay, in consideration 
of part of his interest in some lands in England lately sold to 
Francis Barne [Bacon], Esq., which he released for the Gov- 
ernor's use ; 2 March 1, 1642, u with Margarett his wife, and 
Adam their son, the Hand called the Governors Garden, in 
the Massachusetts Baye, to Henry Dunster, president of Har- 
vard College, in Cambridge, and Capt. George Cooke gent. & 
theire heirs for the use of the said Adam & Elizabeth, & the 
heires of theire two bodyes : the remainder to the sayd Adam 
& his heires only the said John Winthrop & Margarett his 
wife doe reserve unto themselves, & the longer liver of them, 
one third part of all such apples, peares, grapes, plumes, as 
shalbe yearly growinge upon said land " ; 3 Sept. 22, 1643, 
" to his son John & Elizabeth his wife, for life & after to 
their son Fitz-John, 1200 acres upon Concord river & 60 
acres adjoining, together with part of the Tenhills farm in 
Charlestown, in consideration of £150, part of a greater sum 
due to his son, & reserving to himself and wife & the sur- 

1 Notwithstanding five orders passed by the Court between 1634 and 1640 
(Col. Rec. vol. i. pp. 116, 137, 201, 276, 306), to the general effect of defining 
possessions by record, the Colonists seem to have taken no more kindly to a new 
way, or to the publicity of their estates, than their kindred in England in later 
days have to the often proposed general registration law. Finally, in 1652 (Col. 
Rec. vol. iii. p. 280), the General Court took the matter in hand, with an interest- 
ing recital of the English practice in those days : " Whereas the way of passinge 
of houses & landes by sale, in England, is both peaceable & effectual, namely, 
by deed or writing, sealed & delivered, with livery and seizin, or possession given 
of the same before witnesses, or by deed acknowledged & enroled, or by sueing a 
fine, & that divers within this jurisdiction are apt to rest uppon a verbail bar- 
gane or sale for bowses or landes of any value, this Court, havinge taken this thing 
into serious consideration, doth hereby declare and order, for the prevention of 
all clandestine & uncertayne sales & tytles, that henceforth no sale or alienation 
of howses or landes in this jurisdiction shalbe good in law, except the same be 
done by deed in writing, under hand & seale, & delivered, & possession given 
uppon part, in the name of the whole, by the vendor, or his atturney so author- 
ized under hand & seale, unles the said deed be acknowledged according to law 
& recorded/' 

After the passage of this order the records of deeds, no less to the satisfaction 
of the antiquary than of the conveyancer, show more completeness than before; 
but the force of the old English -custom of taking possession with livery and 
seizin by twig and turf occasionally appears, though made unnecessary by the 
acknowledgment and record of the deed. 

2 Suffolk Deeds, vol. i. p. 102. 

3 Ibid. p. 25. 
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vivor one third of the fruit annually growing thereon " ; 1 
Sept. 26, 1643, " to William Ting and others, his mansion 
house in Boston, together with Tenhills farm except what 
was conveyed by the deed next above mentioned, in considera- 
tion of debts due them and others " ; 2 Nov. 12, 1643, " to his 
son Stephen, the Green by the spring, together with a parcel 
of marsh land, both in Boston, (reserving a small parcel of 
upland) Winthrop & his wife to have and use one half of 
the Green & the buildings to be thereon erected, for their 
lives, and the survivor, but not to let or dispose of it, or any 
part of it, to any other"; 3 Nov. 13, 1647, " to his son 
Deane Winthrop, his farm of 200 acres, more or less, at 
Pullen point." 4 

By these conveyances the Governor, after providing for the 
payment of his debts, endeavored to carry out the provisions 
of his will of 1639, revoked in consequence of Luxford's defal- 
cations. In that revocation he speaks of having been forced 
to sell some of his lands ; and by comparing its date, June 25, 
1641, with the dates of the conveyances given above, we find 
that the only one then sold, so far as the record informs us, 
was that of Prudence Island, August, 1640. But the record 
is incomplete, as will now appear. 

Among the " Great Allottments at Rumney Marsh," now 
Revere, made by the town of Boston, Jan. 8, 1638, 5 was one to 
" Mr. Henry Vane, Esq., two hundred acres: bounded on the 
South with Mr. Richard Bellingham ; on the West with 
Charlestowne [now Everett] ; on the North with Mr. Win- 
thropp ; and on the East with the highway there." 

The next was to " Mr. John Winthropp, the Elder, a hun- 
dred and fiftie acres ; bounded on the South with Mr. Vane ; 
on the West with Charlestowne ; on the North with Mr. New- 
gate and James Penn, and on the East with the highway." 

Then follow similar allotments to John Sanford, John 
Coggeshall, William Brenton, who were afterwards governors 
of Rhode Island, Thomas Matson, a military officer, Robert 
Harding, John Odlin, and William Dyer, the husband of 

1 Recorded same day, Suffolk Deeds, vol. i. p. 45. 

2 Recorded same dav, Ibid. p. 45. 

3 Recorded March 26, 1648, Ibid. p. 102- 

4 Recorded Nov. 16, 1647, Ibid. p. 86. 

5 Town Records, vol. i. p. 21. 



1891.] GOVERNOR WINTHROP'S ESTATE. 137 

the ill-fated Mary Dyer, all of whom were Antinomian fol- 
lowers of John Wheelwright and Mrs. Hutchinson, and as 
such disfranchised, or banished from the Colony, chiefly during 
the exciting session of the General Court in November, 1637. 
This circumstance, however, does not appear in any wise to 
have affected the action of the town, two months later, 
when these allotments were made ; nor can I say that they 
had any political significance. Of course the allottees re- 
ceived nothing to which they were not legally entitled ; but 
as is well known, the strength of the Antinomian party was 
in the Boston church, or, what is the same thing, among the 
legal voters of the town, of whom they probably constituted 
the majority ; while their opponents, found chiefly in the 
country towns, controlled the General Court. Had this state 
of the parties been reversed, it is not quite clear, judging 
from some other circumstances, that the Antinomians, who 
had just been banished, would have carried away to Rhode 
Island titles to some of the best lands in Boston. 

The question also arises why Vane, after only a year of 
stormy and not altogether useful service, should have received 
two hundred acres lying open to the warm south, and Win- 
throp, after many years of unparalleled labor, only one hun- 
dred and fifty acres of inferior land looking into the cold 
north ; though, as is stated in his Life, 1 there was great dis- 
satisfaction in the Boston church with the Governor's vigor- 
ous proceedings against the Antinomians, I have found no 
reason for believing that it was expressed by a diminution of 
his grant. I much prefer to believe, as the probabilities are, 
that he was fairly accorded all that was his due under the 
regulations for dividing the town lands. Be that as it may, 
of course it was the irony of chance that sandwiched Winthrop 
between Vane, whom, as a political rival and supporter of 
Mrs. Hutchinson, he probably did not greatly love, and a nest 
of Antinomians whom he must have detested as thoroughly 
as his loving nature would allow. 

The allotments of Vane and Winthrop, divided by an east 
and west line, included the hill known in recent times as 
Fenno's Hill, and some lowland at its southern foot. And had 
Winthrop and Vane visited the hill which became theirs, and 
stood on the line which separated their estates, both could 

a Vol. ii. p. 208. 
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have seen, as many people now go to see, some of the most 
striking views which the seaside about Boston affords, — the 
magnificent Lynn Bay, with the Nahants, and a wide reach 
of water stretching away to the outer islands and the south 
shore. 

It is not quite certain, though I shall persist in believing, 
that Winthrop ever visited what in his will he calls " my 
land beyond Powderhorne hill " ; but Vane assuredly did not, 
since his allotment was made only after he had left New 
England forever. 

By deed or deeds unrecorded, Vane's estate passed to 
Nicholas Parker, who owned it in 1639 ; x and in 1652 it 
became the property of Aaron Way and William Ireland, 
in whose farmhouse, which may be still standing, Increase 
Mather took refuge when, hounded by Randolph in 1688, he 
was compelled to leave Boston by its side door, going through 
Charlestown to the Vane farm ; and thence by Hog Island 
to Pulling Point, off which lay the ship " President," which 
took him to England on behalf of the Colony. 

That all the lenticular hills in the Boston Basin were once 
covered with forests may, aside from traditions to that effect, 
perhaps be fairly inferred from the reservation of wood and 
timber except for domestic purposes, found in a lease in 1667 
by Governor Bellingham of a part of Powderhorn Hill. For 
more than two hundred and fifty years Winthrop's allotment 
has been farming or grazing land, and so far as I have ob- 
served, is still unoccupied by buildings. Within a year after 
its grant it became part of the " Great Newgate Farm." And 
so, somewhat earlier, did the " nyne and forty acres " allotted 
to Jose* Glover, the English rector who made a contract with 
Stephen Day of Cambridge, England, to come over and set up 
a printing-press. Glover died on the passage, and his widow 
married Henry Dunster, the first president of the College, and 
one of his daughters Deane Winthrop, the Governor's son. By 

1 In Leehford's Note-Book, page [60"|, is the following : " Copie of a grant of 
Powderhorne Hill by Henry Vane Esq r to William Brampton gent. Dated 2 
[sic] 1638. [6 d.]" In 1638 Vane was in England, and there doubtless the grant 
was drawn and executed. Vane owned no part of Powderhorn Hill, which from 
1635 to 1672 belonged to Governor Bellingham's estate. Vane's allotment bounded 
it on the north. The error of description was perhaps Vane's, and by him com- 
municated to his English scrivener. Lechford, who sometimes acted for Governor 
Bellingham, was acquainted with his estates. 
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the Glover purchase the Newgate farm, situated in the interior 
among the hills, was brought down to tide-water, near which 
John Newgate's venerable mansion house is now standing. 

Neither the Winthrop deed nor that of Glover's widow has 
ever been recorded, though both are extant, and in the pos- 
session of our associate William W. Greenough, Esq. The 
former, a fae-simile of which accompanies this paper, reads 
as follows : — 

Knowe All men by these presents that I John Winthrop Esqr Gov- 
erno r of the Jurisdiction of the Mattachusetts Bay in New England for 
fower score pounds of lawfull money of England to me in hand payd 
by John Newgate of Boston in New England Feltmaker Doe hereby 
graunt bargain and sell unto the said John Newgate All that my Lott 
of upland lying neare Kumney marsh in New England conteyning One 
hundred and Fifty acres be it more or lesse, abutting upon the highway 
there leading to Divers mens lotts on the East, and upon the lands per- 
teyning to Charlestowne towards the west, and the Lands now of Nich- 
olas Parker sometimes M r Vanes towards the south, and partly upon 
the lands of James Pen and partly upon the lands of the said John 
Newgate on the north parte, w th the appurtenances. To have and to 
hold the said Lott w th all the appurtenances unto the said John New- 
gate his heires and Assignes for ever. In witnesse whereof I have 
hereunto sett my hand and seale the Eightteenth Day of the tenth 
moneth in the yeare of our Lord One thousand six hundred thirty and 
nyne and in the Fifteenth yeare of the Raigne of our Soveraigne Lord 
Charles now King of England ec a 

Jo: winthrop: 

Signed sealed and Delivered 
in the presence of : 

Stephen Winthrop 
et mei Tho : Lechford scriptoris hujus 

It was written in the neat hand of Thomas Lechford, author 
of " Plain Dealing " and the Note-Book, and signed by him 
and Stephen Winthrop as witnesses. It bears date Dec. 18, 
1639, fifteen days after the Governor's misfortune was bruited 
abroad, and still longer after he found himself ruined. For 
the paltry sum of fourscore pounds Winthrop was forced to 
sell to John Newgate the hundred and fifty acres of land which 
a little less than a year before he had received from the town 
of Boston. A comparison of dates leaves little or no doubt 
that the estate mentioned in the unexecuted instrument of 
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1639 as " my land beyond Powderhorne Hill," was " some of 
my land " which he tells us, in the writing of 1641, he had 
been obliged to sell in the vain effort to retrieve the disaster 
brought upon him by his faithless bailiff. It was merely a 
drop out of the bucket of the Luxford debts. He had lost 
everything save honor. 

Winthrop's allotment is in plain sight from my own house ; 
and in the last thirty years I have often climbed its rounded 
heights, and never, 1 think, without consciousness that it was 
once Winthrop's ; but not until within a few months have I 
known that it was in any way associated with so pathetic an 
incident in the life of one who by great services and high 
character gained the esteem and love of his contemporaries, 
and has since taken his place among the founders of states. 

NOTE. 

The only document in the Probate Office which relates to the adminis- 
tration of Winthrop's estate is an inventory. This Savage had seen, and 
has given the footing of values : £103. 10. 11. (Savage's Winthrop, vol. ii. 
p. 441 note.) This interesting document, nowhere printed so far as I have 
noticed, answers a question often asked, — whether Winthrop executed a 
will after June 25, 1641, now lost like many others, or died intestate. A 
rather obscurely written entry on the back of this inventory answers the 
question. 

An Inventory of the Goods S? Chatties of John Winthrop Esq r : late 
Governor of the Massachusetts deceased taken by James Johnson fy 
William Aspinwall the 17'? of the 2? mo. 1649. 

-ft' s. d 

Imprimis in the garret over the parlo r in hemp & tow . . . 00. 15. 00 

It. a ball of haire twine 00. 03. 00 

It. drumme heades 00. 10. 00 

It. 2 paire andyrons 01. 10. 00 

It. i musket & bandil! 8 i french carbine, i pistol 01. 04. 00 

It. i brasse kettle 01. 10. 00 

It. 3. truncks. 4 chests. 2 chaires 01. 05. 00 

It. in buckles & teretts 00. 05. 00 

It. 3 smale measures of tin, & wire 00. 05. 00 

It. 2 lether bottles & a hatcase. 3 joyners saw plates. 2 sitting 

wheeles. & broken brasse 00. 09. 00 

It. 3 cases for bottles 00. 06. 00 

It. a little trunck w th fish hookes 00. 04. 00 

It. 20 tin plates. & a box w th some fyles &c 00. 17. 00 

It. a pipe of yron & a pestle 00. 12. 06 

It. in smale peeces of yron ware 01. 07. 00 
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•ft s. d 

It. 2 sea horse pizels 1 pipe copp. ii warming pans . . . . 00. 08. 00 

It. a turne for silk, & caliver moulds 01. 00. 00 

It. a wire search, & yron chaines 00. 05. 00 

It. i. yron pot & 2 coops drawes 00. 05. 00 

It. 7 pewter dishes. 10 plates. & 5 smale dishes 01. 12. 00 

It. a stewpan. a smale ewer, & flagon 00. 06. 00 

It. 8 brasse & 3 pewter candlesticks 00. 12. 00 

It. a chamber pott, close stoole, & ladle 00. 02. 06 

It. a brass lamp. 3 braces. & yron pott 00. 12. 00 

It. ould armour, i pistol 01. 05. 00 

It. an yron dogg. i great dripping pan. 2 old swords .... 00. 16. 06 

It. in ould yron & an yron chaine 00. 09. 00 

In the Garret over the Hall. 

It. one ould carpet, curtens & vallans 00. 14. 00 

It. 6 cushions, i brush. 2 long cushion cloths 00. 15. 08 

It. another ould carpet 00. 10. 00 

Over the Porch. 

It. a bed & bedsteed. bolster & ould tapestry covering ... 02. 00. 00 

In the Hall Chamber. 

It. one f ether bed, bolster, coverlet & two blankets .... 02. 06. 00 

It. 3 stooles & one rugg 00. 12. 06 

In the Porch Chamber. 

It. a fether bed, bolster, yrish rugg. bedsted 03. 00. 00 

It. an ould table, smale cob yrons. 3 window curteines . . . 00. 06. 03 

more in the Hall Chamber. 

It. one cloake 01. 10. 00 

It. 2 sattin doublets 02. 00. 00 

It cloth of gould scarfe & 2 belts 00. 18. 00 

It. one ould black suite. 2 cloakes 03. 00. 00 

It. remnant of cloth, ould silk stockings & garters .... 00. 11. 00 

It. tapestry covering & 7 y . ds dornicks 02. 00. 00 

It. an old bever 00. 05. 00 

In the Parlour Chamber. 
It. 2 chaires. i doz napkins, i doz diaper, i doz holland. 
1 doz course, i old table cloth, a cupboard cloth, & 

another table cloth 02. 10. 00 

It. diap table cloths & ii plaine table cloths 02. 17. 06 

It. i p r of sheetes. pillow beere 01. 01. 00 

It. 18 bands. 14 ruffes. 5 capps. 3. shirts 01. 17. 00 

It. i cabinet, 1 doz chalk lines & mackrel line . . . • ■. 00. 12. 00 

In the Staire Way. 
It. 2 old shirts. 6 p r . course sheets. 15 table napkins, 2 pillow 

beeres. 6 course table cloths 02. 05. 06 

It. ould cloths 00. 11. 00 
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In the Parlour. -H s. d 

It. i downe bed, bolsters, pillow & coverlet 05. 00. 00 

It. i p r worsted stock :& breeches serge 01. 01. 00 

It. ould stuf breeches, i p r stockings cloth, cloth coate . . . 02. 01. 00 

It. 3. p r glovs, i serg De boise gowne 03. 07. 06 

It. i cloth suite & cloake. a wastcoate & another cloth suite . 06. 04. 00 

It. 2 trundle bedsteds & one standing 00. 12. 00 

It. ould stuff coate. i velvet capp. 2 p r ould stock 00. 09. 00 

It. 2 chests. & one p r silk garters 00. 16 00 

70. 08. 05 
In the Hall. 

-ii sks d 

It. one cloth suite, cloake & wastcoate 00. 12. 00 

It. one scarlet cap. i sattin cap 00. 10. 00 

It. a straineing cloth & 2 ould p r stockings 00. 04. 08 

It. an old cloak & coate 01. 00. 00 

It. a table & carpett & ould bever in the plo T 01. 10. 00 

It. an ould case for bottles in the parlo r 00. 01. 06 

It. a round white boxe & p r of snuffers 00. 01. 04 

It. 6 chaires & a cupboard in the hall 01. 15. 00 

In the Entry. 

It. a saw & a harquebuz 00. 10. 00 

It. 8 pewter dishes 01. 00. 00 

In the Kitchin. 

Old pewter in the kitchin 02. 10. 00 

It. 4 brasse potts. 2 posuets. 1 skellet 03. 00. 00 

It. i copper kettle. & brasse pan 01. 15. 00 

It. i brasse kettle & posuett 01. 05. 00 

It. pestle morter & 2 pewter candlesticks 00. 06. 00 

It. 2 p r of tramels & yron barr . 00. 06. 00 

It. i smale kettle & 3 spitts 00. 07. 00 

It. i table. 2 chaires & 2 stooles 00. 05. 06 

In the Cellar. 

It. in lumber & a gridyron 00. 14. 06 

It. a stoole pan. a p r of slings. & 4 buffet stooles 00. 08. 00 

It. a waterpot, kneading trough, soape 00. 06. 06 

It. bottom of a still « 00. 01. 00 

It. a satinisko coate & an ould casket 02, 00. 00 

It. 2C- of boards & a black [ Jhoate 01. 00. 00 

In the Study. 

It. 2. -C. weight of leade. 2 axes 2 adds 01. 17. 04 



It. ould yron. crosbow lots. 13 quire pap . . 

It. ould hudd & [illegible] 

It. 3 sirenges. 2 trepans. 2 p r gould w ts . . 
It. a brasil rod garnisht w th silver .... 
It. a box w th needles, awles, brasse buttons . 
It. carbin & bandilers, i p r smale scales. 16 weigh 18 
7 yron hasps, great bullet mould. 6 fyles . . . 



00. 12. 04 

00. 02. 00 

00. 15. 00 

00. 10. 00 

00. 05. 00 

00. 06. 00 

00. 03. 06 
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It. 6 chesils. one vice, hamer, sheers, some plate 
It. 3 awles. one. cupbord locke. smale bolt, keyes 
It. an ould knife, brasse pistoll & grafting saw 
It. a punch. & leade flagon. & yron met. pan. 
It. 2 brest wimbles. & a pound of Steele . . 
It. i*€. w* of smale shott. & a kettle . . . 
It. i ould hatt. 3 smale stone bottles . . . 
It. 6 p r spectacles, glue, i p r shooes . . . 
It. a tufted velvet jerkin & another velvet jerk 
It. 4 p r of wash stockings. 3 ynckhornes . . 
It. 6 p r gloves, i standish. points, twine 
It. gartering, wax candles. 2 p r oyle stockings 
It. 2 truncks & a red skin. & 2 pound twine . 
It. i p r of shooes. pint pot. yron square, reap hooke 
It. i seale skin, 3 p r old bootes. 2 ould hatts . 
It. i p r compas, pinchers. 2 pr of [ ]hars. 3 smale bitts, & a 
spreader 
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-M shs d 

00. 05. 00 

00. 02. 00 

00. 04. 06 

00. 07. 02 

00. 01. 06 

01. 08. 00 
00. 05. 00 

00. 05. 10 

01. 15. 00 
00. 03. 09 
00. 11. 05 
00. 07. 02 
00. 08. 06 
00. 04. 06 
00. 10. 00 

00. 03. 00 



Sum tot 



33. 02. 06 

70. 08. 05 

103. 10. 11 



William Aspinwall. 
James Johnson. 
Indorsed : Inventorie M r Gou Winthrop. 
M r Winthrops Inventory. 

M ra Martha Winthropp & Mr Adam Winthropp granted administration 
to pay so farr as the estate will go dated the 9 th of the 3 d m° 1649 by 
the Cort of magistrats 

Encrease Nowell, secret. 



A new serial, containing the record of the meetings in 
October and November, was ready for delivery at this 
meeting. 



